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In the matter of manoeuvre the British fighters
likewise had an advantage. For the Veight they
carried they had more wing area than the German
fighters and that, in association with certain other
features of design, meant that they were able to turn
within a shorter radius and could, in general, be
'thrown about' with greater ease and sureness.
When dogfights developed this fact was of the
utmost importance because it meant that British
fighters, turning in smaller circles, could get on the
tails of their opponents and pump lead into them
while the enemy were unable to get into position to
reply. When once they opened fire at short range
the effect of the battery of eight machine-guns set in
the wings of the British fighters was devastating, as
the huge collection of Messerschmitts made on
British soil during the period may testify.
If Germans during the critical period could have
poured the new Heinkel ii3?s into the fights in
sufficient numbers, the outcome of many a combat
might have been different, for that new fighter is
reputed to have a top speed of more than 400 m.p.h.
It would have been far more difficult to intercept or
overtake or to avoid on the occasions when a British
pilot found himself in too hot a spot. But the
Heinkel fighters were only just beginning to appear
and Great Britain was well enough served by what
she had. When the time comes for her to face the
Heinkel ii35s in large numbers she will have some-
thing better for her own use.
The Need of Long Distance Fighters
The shifts and turns of the Germans in their
attempts to overcome the R.A.F. tended to confuse